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Burgh by Sands Parish Council Meeting Minutes, 

1st April 2026 Burgh by Sands Village Hall at 7.30pm 

1. Welcome: Cllr Nettleton thanked everyone for attending and welcomed them to the meeting. In 
attendance:  Cllr Lynn, Cllr Scorer, Cllr Nettleton, Cllr Kelton, Cllr Ghey 

2. Apologies: Cllr Metcalfe, Cllr Ferriby  
3. Chair’s Announcements: Cllr Nettleton advised members of the public about the running order of the 

meeting regarding the public participation and encouraged members of the public not to be repetitive 
4. Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2026 – no meeting took place in March 2026 

To authorise the Chair to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2026 (e-
mailed). Minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2026 were approved and signed as a true record. 

5. Declaration of Interest  
(i) Members are invited to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests relating to items on the 

agenda. Item 25 PN knows the individual concerned with that application. 
6. Public Participation * - 30 minutes 

Meeting adjourned at 1935hrs 

Planning application 25/0066 Bramblebeck, Thurstonfield.   Tranquil Otter owner raised the following points: 
proper procedure has not been followed. Several elements of the application appear inconsistent with statutory 
planning requirements, including the accuracy of the description and the adequacy of supporting information. 

The description of development does not match the content of the application. The stated proposal and    the actual 
plans differ materially, creating uncertainty about what is being applied for. 

Public consultation has now closed, but a further submission has been made to the Council, which requires 
appropriate scrutiny to ensure transparency and fairness. 

Issues Relating to Site Layout and Access : The proposal involves changing the entrance arrangements for the 
entire caravan park, not just the area subject to the application. This represents a significant intensification of use 
and should be treated as such. 

The revised boundary brings the caravan park within the boundary of the village, altering the settlement edge and 
potentially setting a precedent for further expansion. 

The scale of the site is excessive. The proposal would result in 24 caravans positioned within approximately 24 
metres of an existing residential property, raising concerns about: Overbearing impact, Loss of residential amenity, 
Noise and activity levels, Visual intrusion. 

The Tranquil Otter, a well-established local business and tourism asset, would be significantly affected by the scale 
and proximity of the proposed development. 

Concerns include: Loss of tranquillity and landscape setting,Increased traffic and disturbance, Potential harm to 
the business’s viability. Cllr Allison will meet with the owner of The Tranquil Otter to discuss the concerns in detail 
and determine the most effective way to take the matter forward with the Planning Authority. 

Planning application 26/0096 The stackyard 

Residents expressed uncertainty about who will be living in the property once converted and what level of need or 
supervision the children will require. Questions were raised about staffing patterns, including shift changes, 
night-time activity, and the potential impact on the quiet character of the village. Some residents referenced 
previous incidents involving a young adult in the village, which has heightened anxiety about safeguarding and 
community safety. 

The property sits on a dangerous corner, where the speed limit is routinely ignored. A previous traffic incident was 
cited as evidence of risk. Concerns were raised about animals being let out of fields due to increased activity or 
unfamiliar individuals in the area. The house is only four fields away from the Burgh Marsh, which contains 
dangerous tidal water. Residents highlighted the risk this poses to vulnerable children. 
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Police and emergency vehicle response times are typically 30–60 minutes, raising questions about emergency 
support. The marsh and estuary were repeatedly described as particularly hazardous, especially for children 
unfamiliar with the area. 

Burgh by Sands has no shop, no youth facilities, and limited amenities suitable for supporting children in residential 
care. The bus service is fragile, with concerns that it may be reduced once current funding ends, further limiting 
connectivity. Residents questioned why Burgh by Sands was selected, given the absence of services and the rural 
isolation of the site. 

As the home would be run by Cumberland Council, many villagers who work in local schools or children’s services 
expressed concern that this may affect professional relationships within the community. Some residents felt that 
the proposal could strain community cohesion, particularly if incidents occur or if the placement is not well 
supported. 

Several residents stated that the council has not been transparent about the proposal. The site notice was placed 
on the gate, which some felt was not sufficiently visible. Only one side of the village received notification letters, 
leaving residents at West End unaware of the application. 

Members of the public were encouraged to submit individual representations, and many have done so. 

Questions were raised about when the planning meeting will take place, with May being the earliest likely date. 
Residents noted that no decision has yet been made on the planning application. 

Cllr Allison confirmed that the Parish Council can request that the application be referred to the Planning 
Committee rather than decided under delegated powers. 

Concerns were raised that the application has not received adequate scrutiny, particularly given the safety risks 
and lack of infrastructure. 

A resident asked what proportion of similar applications are refused, indicating a desire for comparative context. 

The overwhelming view of the residents present at the meeting was of opposition to the proposal. 

Residents emphasised that their concerns relate to safety, suitability of location, lack of infrastructure, and 
transparency, rather than opposition to children in care. 

Cllr Allison will continue to engage with residents and ensure their concerns are formally submitted. 

The Parish Council will consider requesting referral to the Planning Committee. 

Further clarification will be sought from Cumberland Council regarding occupancy, staffing, risk assessments, and 
rationale for site selection. 

The meeting reconvened at 2006hrs 

Agenda items for discussion 

7. Planning Application Change Of Use From C3 (Residential) To C2 (Residential Children's Home) 
Location: The Stackyard, Burgh by Sands, Carlisle, CA5 6AQ Appn Ref: 26/0096 Grid Ref: 331837 
558985 – representatives from Cumberland Council attended to provide a presentation.  

Context of Children’s Services in Cumberland - Cumberland currently has approximately 500 children in its care, 
for whom the Council holds parental responsibility. 
There is a significant shortage of foster carers, meaning not all children can be placed in family settings. 
A small number of children have had experiences or trauma that prevent them from being placed safely or 
appropriately with foster families. 
Cumberland already has many private residential homes, many of which take children from across the country 
rather than local placements. 
Rationale for Developing Council-Run Residential Homes - Around 60 children from Cumberland are currently 
placed in residential settings. Private placements cost approximately £6,500 per child per week. 
Council-run homes are around 50% cheaper, offering better value for money for Cumberland residents. 
The Council intends to enter the residential care market directly, believing this will: Improve outcomes for local 
children, Reduce reliance on private providers, Align with the Council’s strategic plan 
The home is intended for three children only, all from Cumberland. 
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There is no plan to enlarge or expand the home beyond this capacity. 
The intention is for the property to become the long-term home for these children. 
The home has off-road parking and will operate with one to two staff members on site at any given time. 
Staff will be employed directly by Cumberland Council and the home will be regulated by Ofsted. 
The home will operate under strict staffing guidelines and regulatory oversight. 
Staff teams will be small and consistent, enabling them to know the children well. 
The children will not be locked in; this is a family-style home, not a secure unit. 
Children will be able to come and go, with appropriate supervision. 
A Regulation 44 inspector (Ofsted) will oversee compliance and safeguarding. 
The Council emphasised that children should not be demonised, and that they will be kept safe and cared for. 
Children entering the care system often do so at a very early age. 
Many have experienced significant trauma, including multiple moves between families, making family placements 
unsuitable. 
The age range for the proposed residents is 9 years to 16/17 years. 
The concept of adulthood has changed; support continues beyond 18. 
The three children who may live at The Stackyard have not yet been identified. 
The Council hopes the home will function as a family home embedded within the community. 
Staff working in similar homes are typically local residents. 
Children will be transported to activities and events by staff. 
The Council committed to providing a formal response on how the home will be risk assessed, particularly 
regarding the dangers posed by the Marsh and tidal waters. 
The residents were asked to consider whether similar concerns would be raised if a family with three children 
moved into the property. 
It was emphasised that the Council is responsible for ensuring appropriate supervision and that the home will 
operate to Ofsted standards. 
8. Autospeedwatch update to be installed in the next couple of weeks. 
9. Section 106 funding update this funding will not be released until the occupation of 15 houses on site 
10. Burgh by Sands Development plan next agenda 
11. Grant Applications defer 

Village Green Committee mower 
Village Green Committee goal posts  

12. Digital, Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy update – sign off 
13. Financial Report – FR  

 
14. Payment of Accounts 

 

February 2026 
Date Cheque 

no/Receipt 
type 

Payee £ income  
A 

£ 
expenditure 
B 

£ balance 
C 
 

£1860.15 

Signed 
prior to 
meetin
g 

04.03.26 000578 Clerk Salary  £626.40 £1233.75  
04.03.26 
 

000579 HMRC Income tax  £7.00 £1226.75  
HMRC Nat Ins  £32.46 £1194.29  

04.03.26 000580 Border Group  £158.40 £1035.89  

March 2026 
Account 
A 

Current ***207 before payments 
listed below and receipts 

£607.07 

B Current ***207 after payments 
and receipts  
listed below  

£879.17 

C Savings ***475  £34,953.41 
Cumberland Building Society Total B+C £35,832.58 
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04.03.26 000581 Arrears of Nat Ins  £283.98 £751.91  
04.03.26 000582 Play inspection  £144.84 £607.07  
                    

 Balance 
£607.07 

 
 

 

 

March 2026 
Date Cheque 

no/Receipt 
type 

Payee £ income  
A 

£ 
expenditure 
B 

£ balance 
C 
£607.07 

Signed 
prior to 
meeting 

31.03.26 Receipt Grant recredit £1469.80  £2076.87 ✓  
31.03.26 000583 Clerk Salary  £626.40 £1450.47 ✓  
31.03.26 000584 HMRC Income tax  £7.00 £1443.47 ✓  

HMRC Nat Ins  £32.46 £1411.01 ✓  
31.03.26 000585 Border Group  £175.38 £1235.63 ✓  
31.03.26 000586 CALC subscription  £356.46 £879.17 ✓  
                    

 Balance 
£879.17 

 
 

 
15. Computer purchase - quote for agreement – next agenda 
16. 14th edition of the Charles Arnold Baker publication – next agenda 
17. Longburgh Bin – CCllr Allison to check if it is on the route 
18. Planning applications to consider, Decisions & Enforcements 

 
Proposal: Change Of Use from Residential to Holiday Let Location: 11 Amberfield, Burgh by Sands, 
Carlisle, CA5 6AS Appn Ref: 26/0167 Grid Ref: 332700 558916 – no objections 
 
Proposal: Removal Of 3no. Conifer Trees In Burgh by Sands Conservation Area Location: Burn Bank, St 
Lawrence Lane, Burgh By Sands, Carlisle, CA5 6BT Appn Ref: 26/0022/S211 Grid Ref: 332042 558904 – no 
objections 
 
Proposal: Height Reduction To 1no. Crab Apple Tree And 1no. Ornamental Cherry Tree In Burgh by Sands 
Conservation Area Location: Barn House, Burgh by Sands, Carlisle, CA5 6BT Appn Ref: 26/0015/S211 Grid 
Ref: 332107 558951 – no objections 
 
Decision notifications - none 

 New Business 

19. Playground inspections and repairs – to obtain a quote for the necessary repairs 
20. Unity Banking next agenda 
21. Tree planting day at Thurstonfield next agenda 
22. Resilience planning next agenda 
23. Pensions regulator next agenda 
24. PCSO visit 30th May 2026 defer advertise on facebook 
25. Planning application 25/0066 – Cllr Lynn detailed changes which have been made to the application 

despite it not coming back out for consultation.  The Parish Council have already submitted further 
comments to the planning authority raising concerns about the changes which did not come out for further 
consultation.   The planning authority appear not to have followed their own processes and do not enforce 
their decisions. 
 
Next Meeting Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 1930hrs at Burgh by Sands Parish Hall 
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* An opportunity for Councillors to raise issues, not on this agenda, on behalf of residents in their wards. N.B. No decisions 
can be taken on these matters, but the Clerk may make investigations and / or they may be placed on the agenda of a future 
Council or committee meeting. 


